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From the Chair
Welcome to the end of another great year! The Arkansas Floodplain Management
Association had 2 great conferences this year. In the spring we hosted the annual
training in beautiful, downtown El Dorado, Arkansas. We had a number of good
topics and speakers as well as professional development hours. Our afterhours
entertainment was unparalleled and we could not have done it without the
cooperation of the city of El Dorado and our own AFMA member Robert Edmonds.
Stretching out into the southeast area in the state to ensure that we educate the whole
state on floodplain management is very important. We also had our fall conference
in Eureka Springs this year. The fall conference took a look back at the historic flood of the Arkansas
River and its effects on communities in the state. The information provided by the Army Corps of
Engineers, FEMA Region 6, and the State of Arkansas Commissions was valuable and needed for our
training.
As you may know a new board is elected every 2 years. It has been my privilege to serve as your chairman
for this last year and this upcoming year. I am looking to take this organization to continue its success. I
would like to thank our Past Chairman, Lee Beshoner, for all of his hard work and dedication. Lee
continues to work hard for AFMA and most of it is in the background where no one notices (but we do
and Thank You!!). We also have new board members to welcome. New regional representatives and some
familiar faces have come together to form the new AFMA board. We did have a change on the board.
Our Vice Chairman was unable to complete the duties, so we voted Richard Penn as Vice Chairman so
the organization can continue moving in a positive direction.
Continuing the move around the state with our conferences, we will be holding the Spring Conference in
Hot Springs this year. The date has been set for May 7 -8, 2020 in the Hotel Hot Springs. We hope this
new venue is exciting to our AFMA members. I believe continuing to move our venue around the state of
Arkansas, we will attract more members and spread our floodplain knowledge to more communities. As
always, we will strive to not only have the newest in floodplain management strategies at the conference,
but continue to teach the basics for our members.
Let’s continue our push to be the best in floodplain management as we move forward in 2020.
Sincerely,
Jay Whisker, PE, CFM
Chair, AFMA, Inc.

Flood Zone
A Historical Year on the Arkansas River
In Arkansas, we have had our share of historic events, and these events will come to shape our personal
memories for decades to come. The Arkansas River certainly continued that trend of historical events in
2019. As people involved in floodplain management, most know, yet we hope for it not to, it is not a
question of if a disaster will hit, but when will it hit.
Well, as it turns out, Mother Nature decided to show everyone that not all flood events require large rain
events to occur within your area to cause havoc. Per the National Weather Service – Little Rock, in late
May, there was a high pressure system over
the southeast section of the United States,
which brought Arkansas several days of very
warm and dry weather. However, that same
system caused repeated rainfall events to
dump above average rainfall totals on our
neighbors in southeast Kansas and Northeast
Oklahoma. This led to Keystone Lake’s
water level being dangerously high, which in
turn required water releases, which at one
point were greater than 250,000 cfs.
This large release combined with
uncontrolled tributary drainage throughout
the Arkansas River Navigational system led
to record or near record crests all down the
Arkansas River in late May and early June.
Picture courtesy of the National Weather Service – Little Rock.
Many of these crests are either the largest
ever seen along the River or had not been
seen since the historic floods of record. These crests also contributed to numerous evacuations, road
closures, levee breaches, massive amounts of flooding, and flood damages that may not be fully known
for years to come, which led to a Federal Disaster declaration.
However, with all of the negative that resulted from the 2019 Arkansas River flooding, many positives
occurred as well. Throughout the event, various local, state, and federal partners, including Arkansas
Department of Emergency Management, law enforcement and emergency management, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Arkansas Natural Resources Division, the Arkansas National Guard and many other
organizations and individuals who closely monitored water levels, levees and dams; projected flood
inundation boundaries; and were ready to respond to potential emergencies.
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Turn Around Don’t Drown Signs Available!!!
Did you know…
•
•

Flooding causes more deaths than any other weather hazard.
Most of these deaths could be prevented as they occur in motor
vehicles as people attempt to drive across flooded roadways.

The Arkansas Floodplain Management Association, Inc. (AFMA) has
received, through the Arkansas Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Division (formerly the Arkansas Natural Resources
Commission) CAP-SSSE grant, 50 “Turn Around Don’t Drown” signs,
and is pleased to partner with the National Weather Service (NWS) in
Little Rock again this year to provide signs to communities in Arkansas.
“Turn Around Don’t Drown” (or TADD) is a National Weather Service
campaign to warn people of the hazards of walking or driving a vehicle
through flood waters.
If your community is interested in working with AFMA and the NWS to post them at locations where
flash flooding often leads to water over the roads, please visit the following web address to help document
your community’s need.
https://www.arkansasfloods.org/tadd/
Please note that there are a limited number of signs available per year and the full request may not be
filled right away. If you request more than one set of signs for your community, we (AFMA) will record
the need for these types of flood awareness campaigns for possible fulfillment at a future date. If you have
additional questions, please contact Lee Beshoner at past.chariman@arkansasfloods.org or Tabitha Clarke
at tabitha.clarke@noaa.gov.
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Summary from ASFPM’s 43rd Annual National Conference
by
Lee Beshoner, PE, CFM
Past-Chair, AFMA, Inc.
This year, the National Conference was held in Cleveland, OH. It was also the 20-year anniversary of the
Nationwide CFM® program. While AFMA has been around slightly longer and has recognized a version
of the certification, it is still a great accomplishment none the less, as we all are benefiting from being
CFMs. I will continue to say, if you have not had an opportunity to attend this event, I encourage you to
do so. The number of presentations, speakers, and general floodplain knowledge is very impressive and
is overwhelming, as the days start early and run late.
Also, at the time this conference was ending, the State was just starting to be hit with the largest flooding
along the Arkansas River since the development of the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation
System, so those who attended from the State of Arkansas had other concerns. I know those from Arkansas
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Division (formerly the Arkansas Natural Resources
Commission) were constantly in touch with staff and colleagues.
Regarding the National Conference, there continue to be a lot of important items continuing to take shape.
These include the long running topic of the future direction of the National Flood Insurance Program,
Flood Insurance Rating (Risk Rating 2.0), Flood Mapping budgets, etc. In addition to attending the
conference, Whit Montague and I represented AFMA, Inc. at all of the official State Chapter functions.
These included the Certified Board of Regents (CBOR) meeting and the Annual Chapters meeting. At
these meetings, the topic of the CFM® program was at the forefront. To date, AFMA, Inc. has been
working hard to continue providing the Certified Floodplain Managers in Arkansas with the best
opportunities possible, and we have continued to maintain our status with ASFPM with regards to our
membership and CFM program. There continues to be an ongoing discussion about the CFM status,
Accredited Chapters, and overall membership participation.
This coming year (2020), the National Conference will be in Fort Worth, TX. If you have specific
questions, I encourage you to contact your AFMA Board or Regional Representative for more details.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!

Spring AFMA Workshop
May 7-8, 2020
Hotel Hot Springs
Hot Springs, AR

Fall AFMA Conference
September 27-30, 2020
Best Western Inn of the Ozarks
Eureka Springs, AR

ASFPM’s 44th Annual National Conference

Save these dates now!!
June 7 – 11, 2020
2020 ASFPM Annual National Conference
“Resiliency Where the West Begins”
Flood-risk professionals from all over the world attend ASFPM’s annual floodplain management
conference. Our 44th conference will be held June 7-11, 2020 at the Fort Worth Convention Center
in Texas. Join 1,000+ other attendees to network with local, state, regional, tribal and federal officials,
industry leaders, consultants and a wide variety of subject matter experts from diverse fields who will
present on our theme, “Resiliency Where the West Begins.”
The conference is conducted by ASFPM, the world’s leading voice for sound floodplain management,
with 19,000+ practitioners, 10,000 CFMs, 37 chapters and 77 corporate and agency partners.
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HONORS AND AWARDS
With the completion of the 2019 Fall Conference, we at AFMA wanted to take the following section to
congratulate and honor our members receiving awards. Those receiving awards are as follows:
New CFMs

Kneeling: Jess Griffin
Standing (L to R): Richard Penn (AFMA Vice Chair), Jessica Teague, Zach Cantlon, Ali Karr, McKenna Belcher, Shelby
Schmittou, Whit Montague (State NFIP Coordinator), and Dylan Cobb.
Not Present: Carl Cooney, Leland Dyson, Amanda Edmondson, Nathan Highfill, Forrest Kolle, and Tyler Richards.

Members celebrating Certified Floodplain Management Milestones

5 Years

Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice Chair), Bill Staggs, Adam Lesso, Kevin Gambrill, and Whit Montague (State
NFIP Coordinator).
Not pictured: Jennifer Bonner, Randal Clark, Corey Finkbeiner, Taylor Fisher, Roger Gibson, Michael Klamm, Janet Paith,
Kristifer Paxton, Tracey Perkins, Max Sestili, Chris Suneson, Jeffrey Turner, and Drew Westerman.
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10 Years

Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice Chair), Josh Johnston, Veronica Robins, Amanda Adaire, Courtney TannehillMcNair, Lance Jobe, and Whit Montague (State NFIP Coordinator).
Not pictured: Chris Brackett, Marc Johnson, Nancy Gambill, Michael Morris, Bennett Nicolo, and Tracy Sims.

15 Years

Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice Chair) and Whit Montague (State NFIP Coordinator).

December 2019

Flood Zone
Community Award Winner (Population > 20,000)
City of Conway
Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice Chair) and City
of Conway personnel

Conway was recognized for their officials and
departments working together in a cooperative effort
to protect its citizens; had great communication that
had extremely positive results; and their local
officials working well with local property owners,
professionals, state and federal agencies during the
Arkansas River flooding.

County Award Winner (Population > 20,000)
Faulkner County
Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice
Chair) and Faulkner Count OEM personnel (Sheila
Bellott and Scott Dehart)

Faulkner County was recognized for their officials
working countless hours during the historic Arkansas
River flooding; their mitigation efforts in levee
reinforcement and protection of homes, including
warning and alerts through the OEM Office; and
their local officials working well with local property
owners, professionals, state and federal agencies
during the Arkansas River flooding.
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Outstanding Floodplain Manager Award
Ms. Sheila Bellott, CFM
Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice
Chair) and Sheila Bellott.

Sheila was recognized for her countless hours
worked during the Arkansas River flood
event; her knowledge and expertise on good
floodplain management; and her effort put in
to all permitting in the county to make sure
things are done correctly and on time.

Outstanding Floodplain Manager Award
Ms. Christy Caskey, CFM
(Picture unavailable due to illness)

Christy was recognized the valuable assistance that she provides to the residents of her community who
had suffered multiple flooding events, which included helping obtain grants up to $30,000 from FEMA;
her efforts researching the technical details on specific requirements for development in the floodplain,
including LPG tank anchorage requirements; and assisting residents in filing Elevation Certificates and
supporting documentation to obtain insurance rate reductions throughout her community.
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Outstanding Floodplain Manager Award
Ms. Shannon Scott, CFM
Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice
Chair) and Shannon Scott.

Shannon was recognized for her effort
where she went above and beyond her
normal duties to provide maps for local
counties during the 2019 Arkansas River
Flooding, and her efforts throughout the
years to assist local floodplain managers
with new construction within the
floodplain.

Outstanding Floodplain Manager Award
Ms. Veronica Robbins, CFM
Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice
Chair) and Veronica Robbins.

Veronica was recognized for her tireless
efforts during the 2019 Arkansas River
flooding to mitigate impacts to the residents
of her community; worked with ANRC to
lead a Flood Recovery Workshop for
residents and other FPAs for surrounding
communities; held a community meeting
with ANRC, FEMA, Department of Public
Health, and others to assist residents,
organized a local food drive and arranged for
shelter when the American Red Cross
declined to come to her community with aid;
and finally worked on a sewage pump
replacement during the 2019 Arkansas River
flood event.
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Floodplain Manager of the Year
Mr. Brad Thomas, CFM
Pictured: (L to R) Richard Penn (AFMA Vice
Chair) and Brad Thomas.

Brad was awarded the Floodplain Manager of
the Year award for his year-round dedication
to floodplain management activities, his
many hours worked on the Crawford County
levee before, during, and after the 2019
historic flooding on the Arkansas River, his
assistance to residents during and after the
2019 flood event, and his recent appointment
to the Arkansas Levee Taskforce by the
Governor of Arkansas, Asa Hutchinson.
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